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      CAMDEN CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
201 N. FRONT ST, CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 08102 

 856-966-2000 ● www.camden.k12.nj.us 

 
PAYMON ROUHANIFARD                                              
SUPERINTENDENT 

 

 

 

November 2018 

 

 

Re: Parent/Guardian Right to Know of Teacher’s and Paraprofessional’s Professional Qualifications  

 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian:  

 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (“ESSA”) was passed by the U.S. Congress last year and signed into law on 

December 10th 2015. The ESSA replaces the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) and is the latest reauthorization of 

the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA).  

 

The ESSA eliminated the “highly qualified teacher” requirement under the NCLB.  However, the ESSA requires 

that all Camden City School District (“District”) teachers and paraprofessionals working in programs supported 

by Title I funds meet state certification and licensure requirements. The District meets these requirements for all 

Title I funded staff. 

 

The ESSA also requires the District to inform you of your right to inquire about the professional qualifications of 

your child’s teacher and paraprofessional.  Thus, if you wish to inquire about the professional qualifications of 

your child’s teacher(s) or paraprofessional(s), we will share that information with you. 

 

For more information on the ESSA and the role of parents, please visit the United States Department of 

Education’s (USDE) website at http://www.ed.gov/essa. 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Katrina McCombs 

Deputy Superintendent 
          

 

  

http://www.ed.gov/essa
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           DISTRITO ESCOLAR DE CAMDEN CITY 
201 N. FRONT ST, CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 08102 

 856-966-2000  ●  www.camden.k12.nj.us 

 
PAYMON ROUHANIFARD                                              
SUPERINTENDENTE 

 

Noviembre del 2018 

Asunto: El derecho de los padres/madres o tutores de obtener información con respeto a las aptitudes 

profesionales de los maestros y paraprofesionales  

Estimado padre o tutor: 

El año pasado, el congreso de los EEUU pasó la ley Cada Estudiante Triunfa (Every Student Succeeds Act, en 

adelante, "ESSA"), la cual fue firmada el 10 de diciembre del 2015. La ley ESSA reemplaza la ley Ningún Niño 

se Quede Atrás (No Child Left Behind Act, en adelante, "NCLB"), y constituye la reautorización más reciente de 

la Ley de Educación Primaria y Secundaria (Elementary and Secondary Education Act, en adelante, "ESEA").  

 

La ley ESSA eliminó el requisito de "maestros con un alto nivel académico" que exigía la ley NCLB. Aun así, la 

ley ESSA requiere que todos los maestros y paraprofesionales del Distrito Escolar de Camden City (en adelante, 

el "Distrito") que trabajen en programas que reciben fondos recaudados por el programa federal conocido como 

Título I cumplan con los requisitos estatales de certificación y licencias. 

 

Más aun, la ley ESSA requiere que el Distrito les informe a sus familias acerca del derecho de ellos poder solicitar 

información sobre las cualificaciones profesionales de los maestros y paraprofesionales que trabajan con su hijo/a. 

Por lo tanto, si desea obtener información acerca de las cualificaciones profesionales de los maestros y 

paraprofesionales que trabajan con su hijo/a, nosotros compartiremos esa información con usted. 

 

Para obtener más información acerca de la ley ESSA y la función que desempeñan los padres, visite a la página 

red del Departamento de Educación de los Estados Unidos (USDE) en http://www.ed.gov/essa. 

 

Sinceramente, 

 

 

Katrina McCombs 

Superintendente Adjunto 
   

   

  

http://www.ed.gov/essa
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 Camden City School District School-Parent Compact  
 

 

 

SCHOOL-PARENT COMPACT 
 
The            Octavius V. Catto Family School           , and the parents of the students participating in activities, services, and programs 
funded by Title I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) (participating children), agree that this compact 
outlines how the parents, the entire school staff, and the students will share the responsibility for improved student academic 
achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build and develop a partnership that will help children achieve the 
State’s high standards. 
This school-parent compact is in effect during 2017-18 school year. 

School Responsibilities 
 
The        Octavius V. Catto Family School        will: 
 

1. Provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive and effective learning environment that 
enables the participating children to meet the State’s student academic achievement standards as 
follows: 

 
2. Hold parent-teacher conferences (at least annually in elementary schools) during which this compact 

will be discussed as it relates to the individual child’s achievement.   
 

3. Provide parents with frequent reports on their children’s progress.   
 

4. Provide parents reasonable access to staff.   
 

5. Provide parents opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child’s class, and to observe 
classroom activities. 

 
Parent Responsibilities 

We, as parents, will support our children’s learning in the following ways:  
 

 Monitoring attendance. 

 Making sure that homework is completed. 

 Monitoring amount of television their children watch. 

 Volunteering in my child’s classroom. 

 Participating, as appropriate, in decisions relating to my children’s education. 

 Promoting positive use of my child’s extracurricular time. 

 Staying informed about my child’s education and communicating with the school by promptly 
reading all notices from the school or the school district either received by my child or by mail 
and responding, as appropriate.  

 Serving, to the extent possible, on policy advisory groups, such as being the Title I, Part A parent 
representative on the school’s School Improvement Team, the Title I Policy Advisory Committee, 
the District wide Policy Advisory Council, the State’s Committee of Practitioners, the School 
Support Team or other school advisory or policy groups. 
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Student Responsibilities 

We, as students, will share the responsibility to improve our academic achievement and achieve the State’s 
high standards. Specifically, we will: 
 

 Do my homework every day and ask for help when I need to. 

 Read at least 30 minutes every day outside of school time. 

 Give information to my parents or the adult who is responsible for my welfare all notices and 
information received by me from my school every day. 

 
** 
 
Additional Required School Responsibilities  

The        Octavius V. Catto Family School        will: 
 

1. Involve parents in the planning, review, and improvement of the school’s parental involvement policy, 
in an organized, ongoing, and timely way. 

 
2. Involve parents in the joint development of any schoolwide program plan, in an organized, ongoing, 

and timely way. 
 
3. Hold a mandatory DPAC meeting to inform parents of the school’s participation in Title I, Part A 

programs, and to explain the Title I, Part A requirements, and the right of parents to be involved in 
Title I, Part A programs.  The school will convene the meeting at a convenient time to parents, and will 
offer a flexible number of additional parental involvement meetings, such as in the morning or 
evening, so that as many parents as possible are able to attend.  The school will invite to this meeting 
all parents of children participating in Title I, Part A programs (participating students), and will 
encourage them to attend.   

 
4. Provide information to parents of participating students in an understandable and uniform format, 

including alternative formats upon the request of parents with disabilities, and, to the extent 
practicable, in a language that parents can understand. 

 
5. Provide to parents of participating children information in a timely manner about Title I, Part A 

programs that includes a description and explanation of the school’s curriculum, the forms of academic 
assessment used to measure children’s progress, and the proficiency levels students are expected to 
meet. 

 
6. On the request of parents, provide opportunities for regular meetings for parents to formulate 

suggestions, and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions about the education of their children.  The 
school will respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible. 

 
7. Provide to each parent an individual student report about the performance of their child on the State 

assessment in at least math, language arts and reading. 
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8. Provide each parent timely notice when their child has been assigned or has been taught for four (4) or 
more consecutive weeks by a teacher who is not highly qualified within the meaning of the term in 
section 200.56 of the Title I Final Regulations (67 Fed. Reg. 71710, December 2, 2002). 

 
Optional School Responsibilities 

To help build and develop a partnership with parents to help their children achieve the State’s high academic 
standards, the        Octavius V. Catto Family School        will: 
 

1. Recommend to the local educational agency (LEA), the names of parents of participating children of 
Title I, Part A programs who are interested in serving on the State’s Committee of Practitioners and 
School Support Teams. 

 
2. Notify parents of the school’s participation in Early Reading First, Reading First and Even Start Family 

Literacy Programs operating within the school, the district and the contact information. 
 

3. Work with the LEA in addressing problems, if any, in implementing parental involvement activities in 
section 1118 of Title I, Part A. 

 
4. Work with the LEA to ensure that a copy of the SEA’s written complaint procedures for resolving any 

issue of violation(s) of a Federal statute or regulation of Title I, Part A programs is provided to parents 
of students and to appropriate private school officials or representatives. 

 
_________________________________________________________ 
School    Parent(s)   Student 

 
 

__________________ __________________ _______________ 
Date    Date    Date 

 
(PLEASE NOTE THAT SIGNATURES ARE NOT REQUIRED) 
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Octavius V. Catto Family School TITLE I School Parental Involvement Policy 
 
 

Title I regulations require that each school served under Title I jointly develop with and distribute to parents of 
participating children, a written involvement policy agreed on by the parents that describes the requirements of SEC. 
1118. PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT (c)  through (f) as listed below and outlined in the Title I law: 

 
C.   POLICY INVOLVEMENT-  The Octavius V. Family School served under this part shall —  
 
(1) Convene an annual District-wide DPAC Title I meeting, at a convenient time, to which all parents of participating 

children shall be invited and encouraged to attend, to inform parents of their school's participation under this part 
and to explain the requirements of this part, and the right of the parents to be involved; 
 
Breakfast with the Principal (AM) & Back To School Night (September 26, 2018 4pm-6pm), both on site. 

 
 

(2) Offer a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening, and may provide, with funds 
provided for transportation, child care, or conduct home visits, as such services relate to parental involvement; 
 
Twice monthly, at minimum, Parent Power workshops and gatherings in both AM and PM, on site and in the 
community. 

 
(3) May pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with local parental involvement activities, including 

transportation and child care costs, to enable parents to participate in school-related meetings and training sessions; 
 
Recurring family engagement surveys and data collection in order to inform and shape content of parent 
workshops/gatherings. 

 
 

(4) Involve parents, in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning, review, and improvement of programs, 
including the planning, review, and improvement of the school parental involvement policy; 
 
Regular announcements and communication across media (paper, phone, social media); curriculum resources made 
available at annual meeting and in resource center; academically focused parent meetings scheduled in response to 
parent feedback. 

 
 

(5) Provide parents of participating children —  
(A) timely information about programs 
(B) a description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of academic assessment used 
to measure student progress, and the proficiency levels students are expected to meet; and 
(C) if requested by parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to participate, as 
appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children, and respond to any such suggestions as soon 
as practicably possible;  

 
Regular collection of parent feedback, comments, and concerns. 

 
(6) If the schoolwide program plan is not satisfactory to the parents of participating children, submit any parent 

comments on the plan when the school makes the plan available to the local educational agency. 
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D.  SHARED RESPONSIBILITIES FOR HIGH STUDENT ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT- As a component of the school-level 
parental involvement policy, each school shall jointly develop with parents for all children served under this part a 
school-parent compact that outlines how parents, the entire school staff, and students will share the responsibility for 
improved student academic achievement. 
  

Regular communications, sharing of assessment results, parent workshops on homework help and test 
preparation, and additional home-school supports as needed. 

 
 
E.  BUILDING CAPACITY FOR INVOLVEMENT- To ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership 
among the school involved, parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement, each school and 
Camden City School District —  

 
(1) Shall provide assistance to parents of children served by the school or Camden City School District, as 

appropriate, in understanding such topics as the State's academic content standards and State student academic 
achievement standards, State and local academic assessments, the requirements of this part, and how to 
monitor a child's progress and work with educators to improve the achievement of their children; 
 

 
 

(2) Shall provide materials and training to help parents to work with their children to improve their children's 
achievement, such as literacy training and using technology, as appropriate, to foster parental involvement; 

 
Twice monthly parent workshops related to content 
 

(3) Shall educate teachers, pupil services personnel, principals, and other staff, with the assistance of parents, in the 
value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents 
as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent programs, and build ties between parents and the school; 

 
Front office efficiency to better connect parents with teachers, assist with interpretation, and hold workshops on 
how to be a strong advocate for your child. 
 

(4) Shall, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parent involvement programs and activities 
with Head Start, Reading First, Early Reading First, Even Start, the Home Instruction Programs for Preschool 
Youngsters, the Parents as Teachers Program, and public preschool and other programs, and conduct other 
activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the 
education of their children; 

 
Support and celebrate the existing Pre-K program collocated within the school site as well as partner with local 
Head Start center in neighborhood. 
 

(5) Shall ensure that information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities is sent to the 
parents of participating children in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can 
understand; 

 
 

(6) May involve parents in the development of training for teachers, principals, and other educators to improve the 
effectiveness of such training; 

 
(7) May provide necessary literacy training from funds received under this part if the local educational agency has 

exhausted all other reasonably available sources of funding for such training; 
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(8) May train parents to enhance the involvement of other parents through the Family Leadership Committee 
 

(9) May arrange school meetings at a variety of times, or conduct in-home conferences between teachers or other 
educators, who work directly with participating children, with parents who are unable to attend such conferences 
at school, in order to maximize parental involvement and participation; 

 
(10) May adopt and implement model approaches to improving parental involvement; 

 
Academic Parent-Teacher Team Meetings (PM) three times per school year 

 
(11) May establish a districtwide parent advisory council to provide advice on all matters related to parental 

involvement in programs supported under this section; 
 

(12) May develop appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses in parent involvement activities; 
and 

 
(13) Shall provide such other reasonable support for parental involvement activities under this section as parents may 

request. 
 
Ongoing parent workshops throughout the year responding to parent and family needs. 
 
 

F.  ACCESSIBILITY– In carrying out the parental involvement requirements of this part, districts and schools, to the 
extent practicable, shall provide full opportunities for the participation of parents with children with limited English 
proficiency, parents with children with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing information 
and school reports required in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language such parents can understand. 
 

 

 
Make interpretation/translation services available, partner with Special Services and Early Childhood Education 
departments to support ASL, refer displaced families to Human Services and follow up regularly, and connect 
families with advisory committees for Special Education. 

 


